
  Agenda Item No. 3 
 

Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
03 December 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at Haywards 
Heath Library. 
 
Present: Mr Acraman, Mr Bradbury (Chairman), Mrs Field, Mr Griffiths and Mr 
Wickremaratchi. 
 
In attendance:  Helen A Card, Principle Community Officer; Jon Forster, Road Safety 
Team Leader; Gill Starkie, Senior Professional Adviser;  Suzanne Thompson, 
Democratic Services Officer, 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 

 
39. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and invited all to stand for a 
minute’s silence in memory of John de Mierre, Member for Haywards Heath Town 
who sadly had recently passed away. 
 
Declarations of Interests 

 
40. None 

 
Minutes 
 
41. Resolved that the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on  
  24 September 2013 be approved as a correct record and that they be  
  signed by the Chairman. 

 
Urgent Matters  
 
42. None 

 
‘Talk with Us’ Open Forum 
 
43. The Chairman invited recipients of recent Community Initiative Fund awards 
to report back on the projects that the monies had supported.  The Committee was 
pleased to hear of the success of two projects; a support group run by Sussex 
Autism and a gardening project run by Strictly Come Gardening.  
 
Progress Statement 
 
44. The Chairman updated the meeting on progress with the Haywards Heath 
relief road.  The Committee noted that: 
 

• discussions on pedestrian access for residents of Northlands Wood were 
underway with County Council officers; 

• the new section of road there currently had a temporary 30mph speed 
restriction in order to build up its skid resistance; 

• at section five, south of Sandrocks, the 30mph restriction had been extended  
Rocky Lane; and that 

• Crest Nicholson had provisionally booked a time slot to build the new bridge 
required at section five for the autumn of 2014. 

 



 

45. The Committee noted the Progress Statement, in particular: 
 

• concerns with regard to the timetabling of the current street lighting 
improvement programme in Hurstpierpoint.  The Chairman undertook to write 
to the contractor asking for a clear understanding of what works were to be 
undertaken, where and when  

 
• a request from Cuckfield Parish Council for a variation to CMS1028, a traffic 

regulation order (TRO) in progress for the B2114.  As part of this TRO it had 
been agreed that a speed restriction of 30mph would be extended west 50 to 
100 yards out of Cuckfield at Whiteman’s Green.  The Committee noted that 
the Parish Council did not wish to have this aspect of the TRO implemented 
and that the Principle Community Support officer would take this back. 

 
Road Safety in West Sussex 
 
46. The Chairman introduced Jon Forster, Road Safety Manager, to give a 
presentation on road safety in West Sussex generally and in Central Mid Sussex in 
particular.  The key points in the presentation were: 
 

• since 01 January there had been 28 people killed on West Sussex roads 
• more than in 2012 but lower than average over 2005-2009 
• 11 of the fatalities this year were people under 23 years of age, last year 

there were only 2 
• Since 01 January there had been 4 people killed on Mid Sussex roads, all 

young people, reflecting the pattern across the county 
 
47. The committee were made aware of the areas that the fatalities occurred and 
how the time of the year and driver behaviour affected those. Injury figures for Mid 
Sussex were explained and how these compared across the county.  Mr Forster 
explained that his job was to commission for engineering solutions to areas where 
accidents appeared to be concentrated but that across the county but as work 
progressed these were becoming more difficult to pinpoint, attention would now be 
given to places where five accidents had occurred in three years rather than 
previously where nine accidents had been recorded over the same space of time. 
 
48. Mr Forster introduced Gill Starkie, Senior Professional Adviser, to explain her 
work as a Road Safety Officer.  Ms Starkie informed the committee that accident 
prevention was as much about driver education as enforcement of traffic regulations.  
In response to analysis of available data her work focused on working with youth 
groups, often in partnership with the fire service, police, schools and colleges.  
 
Traffic Regulation Orders Various Roads:  Haywards Heath East 
 
49. The Chairman referred members to this report by the Director of 
Communities, Commissioning (copy appended to the signed minutes.  Members 
noted that the purpose of the report was to see committee approval to formally 
advertise and consult on a programme of TROs for the Haywards Heath East area as 
set out in paragraph 3.1 of the report.  The Chairman explained that this task would 
ordinarily have fallen to the local member but due to the death of John de Mierre the 
Committee was asked to agree the recommendations.   
 



 

50. Resolved that the Committee gave consent for the Head of Law and   
 Governance to formally consult and advertise the proposals as   
 outlined at paragraph 3.1 and if there were no irresolvable   
 objections, instruct the implementation of the proposals. 

 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
51. The Chairman introduced this report by Head of Law and Governance, (copy 
appended to the signed minutes), which concerned the Community Initiative Fund 
(CIF), intended to provide assistance to local community projects.  Members 
considered publicity of the CIF and whether the limit of £2,500 per award should be 
reviewed and agreed to discuss this outside the meeting.  A summary of previous 
awards was requested to support this discussion.  Mrs Field highlighted a new 
funding stream available from the Police and Crime Commissioner which offered 
funding up to £5,000.   
 
52. The Committee considered the two funding requests set out in the report and 
agreed it was happy to support each at the full amount requested.  

 
53. Resolved that CIF be allocated as follows:  
 

135/CMS IMPACT Foundation, £1,500, towards the provision of 
 cookery courses and nutritional advice to vulnerable persons 

 
141/CMS Ashenground Community Centre, £1,000, towards the cost of 

 a ramp from the car park to improve access for the disabled. 
 
Water Main Improvements North of Lindfield 
 
54. Mrs Field introduced this item explaining the importance of looking at traffic 
movement issues before the work to improve the water main in this area began.  Ms 
Card reported that the work would be undertaken in three phases, the first to begin 
on 20th January would involve the complete closure of the All Saints and Park Lane 
for 13 weeks.  The second phase would close Park Lane from the 21st of April for 
seven weeks.  The third phase would affect a private lane joining to the main pipe in 
May and June.  Members noted that the wider impact would be on diversion plans 
and the possibility that people would wish to use smaller lanes rather than signed 
diversions which were more lengthy.  Mrs Field and Ms Card would meet with the 
contractors again on 10 January to discuss further concerns. 
 
Schools 
 
55. The Chairman drew member’s attention to the current vacancies of authority 
governors in the Central Mid Sussex area (Copy appended to the signed minutes).  
He asked that it be noted that St Paul’s Catholic College was in his division rather 
than that of Mr Griffiths. The Committee noted the vacancies. 
 
56. Mrs Field reported on the recent Ofsted inspection at St Augustine’s Primary 
School at Scaynes Hill.  The school had improved from ‘satisfactory’ to ‘good’.  The 
Committee agreed that the school should be congratulated the school on this 
achievement. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 



 

 
57. Members noted that the date of the next meeting of the Committee was 
Tuesday 11 March 2014 at the library. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
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