
 

Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
9th February 2012– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at Haywards 
Heath Library. 
 
Present: Mr. B Acraman, Mr P Bradbury (Chairman), Mrs C Field (Vice Chairman), 
Mrs A Hall and Mr P Griffiths. 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
63. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting, introduced members and officers 
and invited those attending to introduce themselves.  Apologies were noted for Mr 
B Hall.    Attending officers were Monique Smart, Democratic Services Officer, 
George Chisenga, Gatwick Diamond Team Manager and David Crockford, Team 
Leader - Mainstream and Passenger Transport. 
 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
64. In accordance with the members’ Code of Conduct, the following personal 
interests were declared: 
 

• Mr P Bradbury as the Cabinet Member for Public Protection.   
 
Minutes 
 
65. Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 29 November 2011 be 
approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
66. The Chairman informed the Committee that an Authority Governor re-
appointment had been omitted from the published report.  This was for a Mr Vinall 
to be reappointed to Handcross Primary School.  The Committee agreed to consider 
this at agenda item 8. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
67. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from 
the previous meeting and statements of progress on other issues pertinent to 
Central Mid Sussex (copy appended to the signed minutes).   
 
68. In relation to the progress on Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO), the Chairman 
confirmed that the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport had given the following 
update: 
“During this current year the work to design and deliver the TRO’s already on the 
lists was severely hampered due to the procurement process that didn't see a new 
contractor in place until July 2011, and officers having to focus on the plans to 
deliver significant cost reductions towards our £79m savings target which, you will 
have noticed, necessitated a major restructure in Highways and Transport. In order 
that our plans continue to reflect local priorities could I ask you to look at the TROs 
currently identified for your CLC area in the note attached with a view to confirming 
that these remain your priority TROs. If there is a change that needs to be made, 



 

either a replacement scheme or a deletion to the priority list then this should be 
agreed at a future CLC meeting”. 
 
69. Following a review of the list, members agreed that the priorities should 
remain as agreed at previous CLC meetings. 
 
70. George Chisenga provided an update on the Fox Hill TRO.  He confirmed that 
the consultation period had ended and that no objections had been received.  The 
TRO could therefore go ahead to be implemented.  He also confirmed that the Relief 
Road TRO that was advertised at the same time had received objections so would 
likely come back to the next CLC meeting for approval. 
 
71. The Chairman also referred to the detailed briefing note about Hurstwood 
Lane that was attached to the Progress Statement.  He confirmed that Hurstwood 
Lane would close for a period of 6 weeks.  Mr. John de Mierre stated that at a 
recent meeting with the developer, Crest, it was suggested that Hurstwood Lane 
would remain closed after the 6 weeks and this would then run into the works to 
permanently close that end of Hurstwood Lane.  The Chairman confirmed that it 
was his intention that the closure be as short a period as possible and has asked 
officers to inform Crest of this. 
 
72. The Chairman then went on to discuss the proposed Hazelgrove Road bus 
stop.  He introduced David Crockford who explained the consultation that had taken 
place for the proposed new bus stop on Hazelgrove Road and that many objections 
had been received.  The Chairman opened the debate to questions.  
Comments/queries were as follows: 
 

• It was confirmed that the proposal was for Saturdays only and would not be 
extended. 

• It was suggested that the proposed stop would not service the Bensewood 
ward. 

• It was also suggested that it was no replacement for a town centre stop. 
• Concern was raise about the proposed stop being on zig zag lines and close 

to a school and church. 
• Concern was raise about the proposed stop obstructing the view from 

driveways. 
• David Crockford confirmed that the traffic engineer had looked for a bus stop 

to enable people to get closer to South Street and this was the best location.  
He accepted that it was not perfect. 

 
73. Following the lack of public support, the Members of the Committee agreed 
that the proposed bus stop in Hazelgrove Road should not be progressed any 
further.  The local member Brian Hall, although not present at the meeting, had 
stated in writing that he was also not in support of the proposed bus stop. 
 
Central Mid Sussex CLC Infrastructure Plan 
 
74. Members had been considering a wide range of community issues and have 
been asked to highlight their local highways and transport improvement priorities in 
the Central Mid Sussex Infrastructure Plan. The Committee had before it a report by 
the Director of Communities and Infrastructure (copy appended to signed minutes) 
that highlighted the identified priorities and recommended that the Members of the 



 

Committee approve the priorities in order to establish the Infrastructure Plan for 
the area.   
 
75. Resolved:- that the Committee approve the highways and transport 
improvement priorities set out below to establish the Infrastructure Plan for the 
Committee area: 
 
• Real Time Information Signage – To support bus services surrounding Haywards 

Heath Town (It is anticipated to progress this scheme at the earliest 
opportunity, potentially within 2012/13). 

 
• Junction Improvement – Oakhall Road with Oakhall Avenue, Haywards Heath – 

Additional measures to make the existing mini-roundabout safer. 
  
• Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Crossing – Northlands Avenue (Pedestrian crossing 

facility to support School journeys).  
 
• Traffic Management – Balcombe Road, Haywards Heath, additional measures to 

enhance the effectiveness of the existing Traffic Management Scheme. 
 
• Safety Improvement – High Street (B2110), between Handcross Road and 

London Road (B2036), Balcombe – Additional measures to support planned 
carriageway resurface treatment works, options include hedgerow treatment 
and new signing and lining (aids to movement works).  

 
• Traffic Management – Proposed schemes that support Cuckfield Parish Council 

Traffic Improvement Priorities, (including measures on London Lane). 
 
76. Members then went on to discuss the second list of items of potential future 
priorities.  They received an update on the Haywards Heath Greening Project.  They 
also agreed that the parking related issues may be able to be progressed on the 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) list.  It was also agreed that those items listed as 
Asset management (Maintenance) were beyond maintenance and therefore that 
word should be removed from the list. 
 
 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) 
 
77. The Committee considered the new applications for CIF outlined in the report 
by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).   The Committee awarded funding based on the merits of each bid.   
 
78. Mr. Bradbury declared a personal interest as Chairman of Ansty and 
Staplefield Parish Council.  He stated that he would not vote on that application. 
 
79. Resolved that the Committee approve the following applications for CIF: 
 

• 1758/CMS Haywards Heath Food Bank.  £3,000 was requested for start-up 
costs for the foodbank. To include: insurance, materials and equipment. 
£2,500 granted. 

 
• 1759/CMS Lindfield Arts Festival.  £2,500 was requested towards costs for 

the ‘luminarium’ public art installation. £2,000 granted. 



 

 
 
 
Resolved that the Committee decline the following application for CIF: 
 

• 1740/CMS Mid Sussex Diversity Forum.  £600 requested towards venue hire 
for the 2012 Diversity event.  Declined on the grounds that it is a one off 
event and it was thought with negotiation with the District Council the venue 
could possible be free or at a reduced rate. 

 
Resolved that the Committee approve the following application for Parish Initiative 
Funding (PIF): 
 

• 1761/CMS, Ansty & Staplefield Parish Council.  £2,500 requested towards 
upgrading of play facilities at Staplefield Play Park. £1,200 granted 

 
 
 
Appointment of Local Authority School Governors 
 
80. The Committee considered the report by the Director Operations Learning 
which explained the criteria for appointment to school governing bodies and listed 
proposed nominations (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
81. Resolved that the Committee approved the following appointment and 
re-appointments: 
 

Appointments: 
 

i. Mrs I Bateman to Northlands Wood for a 4 Year Term 
ii. Mr J De Miere to St Paul’s Catholic College for a 4 Year Term 

 
Re-appointment: 
 

i. Mr Vinall to Handcross Primary School for a 4 Year Term 
 
 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
82. The Chairman invited comments and questions from residents.  In the 
discussion that followed, a number of points were raised, which included those set 
out below: 
 

• Residents from Balcombe asked if Councillors would support no fracking in 
West Sussex.  Members stated that the County Local Committee had no 
power regarding such decisions and suggested that they write to the 
Chairman of the Planning Committee, Mr Derek Whittington.  Mrs Field did 
add that she was on the Planning Committee and supports all future fracking 
decisions to come to full Planning Committee rather than be delegated to 
Officers.  She added that Planning Committee is a meeting in public. 

• A resident from Ardingly asked the Committee how she would need to 
progress a request for a pedestrian crossing for Ardingly High Street.  She 



 

stated she had the support of the Parish Council, the local School and the 
local County Councillor, Bill Acraman.  George Chisenga stated that the 
scheme was in the process of being added to the Infrastructure Plan (IP) via 
safer routes to school.  It would then need the CLC approval as an IP priority.  
It was also suggested that the resident write to Peter Griffths as the Cabinet 
Member for Education and Schools. 

• A resident of Gander Hill asked if solving the parking issues in Gander Hill 
was still a top priority for the area.  The Chairman confirmed that this was 
approved as one of the top three TROs and would progress. 

• Some Parish Council representatives expressed disappointment about not 
receiving hippo bags of salt prior to or during the recent bad weather.  The 
Chairman agreed to write to the Cabinet Member asking him to review the 
policy so that Parishes could receive hippo bags in advance. 

• The Chairman confirmed that the Haywards Heath bus liaison group would be 
meeting later this month. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 
 
Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
83. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting would take place on 22 
May 2012 at Balcombe Victory Hall. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
 Chairman 
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