
Agenda Item No. 3 

Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
23 September 2014 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at Haywards 
Heath Library.  
 
Present: Mr Acraman (Worth Forest), Mr Bradbury (Cuckfield and Lucastes) 
(Chairman), Mr Griffiths (Hurstpierpoint and Bolney), Mr Hillier (Haywards Heath 
East) and Mr Wickremaratchi (Haywards Heath Town). 
 
Apologies: Mrs Field (Lindfield and High Weald) 
 
Minutes 
 
24. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17 June 
2014 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
25. In accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct the following interests were 
declared: 

• Mr Bradbury as a Director of Warden Park Academy Trust and a Governor 
of Brantridge School in relation to the School’s consultation; as the 
Chairman elect of the Building Heroes Education Fund in relation to Talk 
with Us and as a Mid Sussex District Councillor, in relation to all items.  

• Mr Griffiths as Chairman of the Burgess Hill Development Board in relation 
to the A2300 Corridor Improvements 

• Mr Hillier as a Haywards Heath Town Councillor in relation to the Town 
Centre Study Working Group 

• Mr Wickremaratchi as a Haywards Heath Town Councillor in relation to the 
Town Centre Study Working Group.  

 
Urgent Matters  
 
26. None  

 
‘Talk with Us’ Open Forum 
 
27.  Members provided updates on recent and upcoming items of interest within 
their divisions: 

• The Member for Haywards Heath Town informed the meeting of the recently 
formed Ashenground Community Partnership, which was being established to 
deal with ward issues and would involve all local councillors.  

• The Member for Haywards Heath East stated that the Bentswood Community 
Partnership had recently released its latest newsletter. He called for greater 
involvement by local residents and parents in the work of the Partnership.  

• The Member for Worth Forest stated that a way to proceed on community bus 
services for Handcross had been established and that this would be coming 
forward as an agenda item at the CLC’s 2 December meeting.  

• The Member for Hurstpierpoint and Bolney informed members that the Bolney 
Under Fives had recently worked in combination with local volunteers to clear 
a local footpath.  

• The Chairman (Cuckfield and Lucastes) informed members that the Building 
Heroes Education Foundation was providing five-week placements for ex-



 

service personnel at the former Court Meadow School site with a guarantee of 
employment after completion.  He also advised members of the forthcoming 
Mid Sussex Science Week, to inspire 10 and 11 year old children in science, 
technology and engineering. Schools were working with local companies to 
develop a Science Fair to present pupil’s projects. Sir Nicholas Soames had 
agreed to judge the entries and present awards.  

 
28. The Chairman invited questions and comments from members of the public, 
which included: 

• A Chillis Wood resident stated that unrestricted parking created difficulties 
with loading and visitor parking for residents. He requested a 9am-10am 
parking restriction to reduce non-residential parking.  – The Principal 
Community Officer responded that it would be necessary to demonstrate 
broad-based community support and to then approach the local member 
(Cuckfield and Lucastes) to obtain support for this to be included on the 
Community Issues list for technical assessment and subsequent 
prioritisation.  

• A representative of the Broadway Group stated that independent 
businesses in the Broadway area were losing custom owing to a lack of 
available local on-street parking. This was mainly an issue of enforcement. 
– The Chairman responded that enforcement was a District Council issue 
and recommended that he contact the District Councillors for the Heath 
Ward to pursue this issue.  

• A District Councillor for Ashenground Ward raised the following: 
o Noted that the crossing at the A272 on Rocky Lane was operational, 

even though there was no development in the area and queried why 
the recently installed pedestrian crossing at Cedar Avenue was not 
operational – The Principal Community Officer responded that while 
the installation was complete, it had yet to be connected. This was 
the final tranche of works on the Southern Relief Road.  

o Noted that there was still no crossing at the Sainsbury’s Local, 
Wivelsfield Road. – The Principal Community Officer responded that 
this had been prioritised by the CLC. Assessment work was ongoing 
and was now at the point of detailed design work, prior to 
consultation. Construction was scheduled for 2015/16-17.  

 
Progress Statement 
 

29. The Committee considered the statement of progress following the June 2014 
meeting and the Infrastructure Plan and 2013/14 Community Issues List (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). 

30.  Members queried the progress of a number of schemes, including those that 
follow:  

Infrastructure Plan Schemes 

• Oathall Road Roundabout – The member for Haywards Heath East stated that 
this was a complex issue and could potentially draw funds away from other 
priority schemes. He requested the views of local residents on this issue.  

Community Issues List 



 

• Newlands, Balcombe (1) – The Clerk to Balcombe Parish Council stated that, 
following a meeting, Southern Rail had agreed to reduce the car parking 
charge for £4 per day to £2.50. Whilst the impact was not yet known, this was 
an encouraging development.  

• B2036, Ansty (5) – The Chairman (Cuckfield and Lucastes) requested that the 
Principal Community Officer contact Ansty Residents Association to explain the 
arrangements for the junction 

• Cycle Routes, Haywards Heath (7) – The member for Haywards Heath East 
stated that the Town Council had established a new “Parking, Roads and Town 
Environmental Working Group” (PRETAG) that would take a holistic look at a 
range of issues and that Cycle Routes would form an important part of its 
remit.  

• Queens Road, Haywards Heath (9) – The Principal Community Officer stated 
that a project manager had been appointed and options were currently being 
considered. Further details were awaited following site visits. 

• Handcross School Parking (16) – The member for Hurstpierpoint and Bolney 
noted that the school was proposed to gain an additional 30-place form and 
queried whether a grasscrete parking bank could be created for parking. The 
Principal Community Officer responded that options were currently being 
explored, of varying impact and cost.  

• Northern Arc Traffic Impact (21) – The Principal Community Officer stated 
that work to re-route traffic along Isaac’s Lane with the District Council was 
still ongoing.      

 
Local School Expansion - Consultation 
 
31.  The Committee considered the County Council’s consultation document on the 
proposed expansion and building of new primary schools in the Crawley, Horsham 
and Mid Sussex areas (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
32.  Members made a number of comments regarding the proposals for schools in 
the Haywards Heath locality, including those that follow. They:  
 

• Expressed disappointment that the proposals only covered a three year period 
and suggested that a longer-term view was essential, ideally a minimum of 
ten years.  This was particularly important given the likely additional 
pressures on infrastructure from ongoing development in the area and the 
impact of a potential second runway at Gatwick Airport.  

• Expressed concern regarding the proposed expansion of Holy Trinity CE 
(Aided) Primary School, given that the school has a confined location in a cul-
de-sac, is in close proximity to a GP surgery and that access and traffic 
volume are already substantial issues. – A Cuckfield Parish Councillor 
supported these concerns and stated that work would need to be undertaken 
to improve access ahead of any school expansion.   

• Queried why Cuckfield was highlighted for expansion when the Warden Park 
Academy Trust had contacted the County Council at the end of 2013 to 
discuss a possible free school in the village and had been informed that there 
was no projected increase in pupil numbers. 



 

• Noted that Ashenground Ward was the only District Council division within the 
County without a school and that owing to development in the Rocky Lane 
area, Ashenground would be an ideal location for additional provision.  

• Queried why the consultation was only running between 16 September and 14 
October and suggested that it should be extended to the standard ninety day 
period. Concern was also expressed that there was limited awareness of the 
consultation in the local area and that increased promotion was required. The 
Committee agreed that the Chairman should write to the Cabinet Member for 
Education and Skills regarding these concerns.   

 
Haywards Heath town Centre Study – Working Group 
 

33.  The Planning and Transport Policy Manager introduced the report by the 
Executive Director Residents’ Services and the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed minutes) and invited members to comment on the 
recommendations.  

34.  Members made a number of comments, including those that follow. They:  

• Welcomed the proposals as they provided an excellent opportunity for local 
leadership of this project and to ensure a clear, locally driven vision for the 
proposals.  

• Emphasised that a holistic geographical approach was required to ensure 
wider traffic flows were accounted for. However, it was also acknowledged 
that it was important to retain a principle focus on the core study area. 
Members agreed that neighbouring Parish Councils would be invited to 
participate on areas of the Group’s work which impacted their 
communities.  

• Acknowledged that funding had as yet been identified for the 
implementation of any proposals and that these would be taken forward in 
the future, as funding became available.   

• Stated that the Working Group was a fantastic opportunity for engaging all 
local stakeholders and conducting wide-scale local consultation to ensure 
that everyone had an opportunity to participate.  

• Queried the officer support for the Working Group. – The Policy Manager 
confirmed that officers from across the Residents’ Services Portfolio 
(including Highways and Planning) would be involved, the Group would be 
administered by Strategic Planning and the Principal Community Officer 
would be involved throughout the process.  

35.  Members of the audience made a number of comments, including those that 
follow: 

• A District Councillor for Ashenground Ward stated that the study would be 
a lengthy process and action was needed immediately to deter heavy 
vehicles from using the former A272 route through Haywards Heath town 
centre. – The Chairman responded that unfortunately a restriction on HGVs 
was unlikely to have any impact as it was difficult to enforce and that 
traffic flows would change gradually as satellite navigation systems were 
updated.  

• A local resident queried why the Working Group meetings would be held in 
private since its purpose was to manage the process and challenged the 



 

likely representativeness of the process. – The Chairman responded that 
the Working Group was an administrative function and promised that there 
would be two stages of consultation with residents, including a preliminary 
stage of idea generation and a second whereby the Group would present 
its vision. The latter would likely be at the CLC’s meeting in the summer of 
2015, as the Group would be working until March 2015.  

• The Chair of the Haywards Heath Town Team welcomed the project and 
informed members that the Team have undertaken their own work on 
traffic issues in the area, which may be of interest to the Working Group. – 
The Chairman expressed interest in the Town Team’s work and welcomed 
future engagement with the Working Group.  

36.  Resolved – that members: 

a) Agree to the establishment of the Haywards Heath Town Centre Transport 
Study Working Group 

b) Approve the draft terms of reference for the Working Group, subject to the 
incorporation of minor amendments from Haywards Heath Town Council and 
that a quoracy of one member from each authority tier be included.  

c) Appoint the County Councillors for Cuckfield and Lucastes, Haywards Heath 
East and Haywards Heath Town to the Working Group.  

d) Appoint the County Councillor for Haywards Heath East as Working Group 
Chairman. 

 A2300 Corridor Improvements 

 
37. The Principal Planner introduced the item and provided a presentation on the 
background, aims and future traffic modelling for the corridor and outlined the 
Consultant’s potential improvement options (slides attached to signed minutes). 
 
38. Members made a number of comments, including those that follow, they: 
 

• Expressed concern that an increase in capacity to 26,000 movements 
would be insufficient given the likely impact of ongoing housing and 
commercial development in the area and the proposed Biotechnology Park.  
– The Principal Planner responded that the model had been tested with the 
additional housing at the Northern Arc and other developments in place 
and junctions had been operating below capacity. The trip generation 
calculations had been agreed with the District Council. The Policy Manager 
added that many of those living in the area would travel into Burgess Hill, 
rather than using the A23, echoing current traffic patterns. 

• Noted that additional work to increase movement capacity could be 
undertaken with additional funding and expressed a strong preference for 
full dualling to Jane Murray Way (Option 3).  

• Welcomed the proposed cycle route and emphasised the importance of 
linking this to the Burgess Hill/Haywards Heath cycle link and the Green 
Circle.  

 
39. Members of the audience also made comments, including those that follow: 
 

• A District Councillor for Ashenground Ward expressed concern at the 
stopping up of Job’s Lane and queried whether a bridge for local users 



 

could be considered. – The Principal Planner responded that the proposals 
outlined in the report were from the current feasibility stage and that 
further consideration would be given at preliminary and detailed design 
stages.  

 
40.  Resolved – that the Committee recommends Option 3 to the Cabinet Member 
for Highways and Transport and that the comments above are included in further 
consideration of the options, particularly regarding concerns over future capacity. 
The Committee further strongly recommend that Ansty and Staplefield Parish 
Council be included on the Burgess Hill Development Board. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
41. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law, Assurance and 
Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes) which detailed applications for 
Community Initiative Funding. The Committee debated the respective merits of the 
projects for which funding was sought.  
 
42.  Resolved –  
 

a) That the following awards were made:  
 
399/CMS, Half Moon Pub, £900 towards the costs of purchasing a defibrillator 
for use in the village of Balcombe. The award was subject to confirmation that 
Haywards Heath Town Council did not have a spare defibrillator available for this 
purpose. 
 
424/CMS, Ansty Stoolball, £721, towards the cost of sporting equipment. 
 
429/CMS Strictly Gardening, £2,500, equipment for a ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’. 
Members stated that any further applications for this project should be made 
under the Prevention and Wellbeing Fund.  
 
430/CMS New England Wood Trust, £1,000, equipment for footpath 
maintenance.    

 
The balance of CIF funds remaining for the 2014/15 financial year is £20,454.00. 

 
Appointments and Nominations to School and Academy Governing Bodies 
 
43. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to signed minutes).  
 
44.  Resolved – that under the 2007 regulations Ms A Morel-Kerr be appointed to 
Northlands Wood CP School for a four year term.  
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
45.   The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Committee would be held 
on Tuesday 2 December at a venue to be confirmed.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
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