
Unconfirmed minutes subject to approval at the next meeting of the Central Mid 
Sussex County Local Committee 

Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
01 February 2011 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at Haywards 
Heath Library, 34 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 1BN. 
 
Present: Mr B Acraman, Mrs C Field (Vice Chairman), Mr P Griffiths and Mrs A Hall.  
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
94. The Vice Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and noted apologies from 
Brian Hall, Member for Haywards Heath Town and Pete Bradbury (Chairman), 
Member for Cuckfield and Lucastes.   Attending officers were Suzanne Thompson, 
Locality Officer; George Chisenga, Highway Manager; Ian Patrick, Team Leader, 
Safer Routes to School and Travelwise. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
95. There were no declarations of interest.   
 
Minutes 
 
96. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 03 November 2010 be 

approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Vice 
Chairman. 

 
Urgent Matters 
 
97. The Committee agreed to consider two further applications for Community 
Initiative Funding at Item 11.  The reason for urgency being that the projects 
concerned were to take place before the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
Community Safety 
 
98.   The Committee received a verbal report by Mid Sussex District Police 
Commander Edward De La Rue.  The Committee noted that the attending residents’ 
perception of crime in the area was higher than the actual crimes recorded and that 
Haywards Heath was a very safe place to live in terms of crime.  The Committee 
heard about the partnership work currently being undertaken by Sussex Police and 
the equipment it was currently investing in, such as GPS tracking devices 
(trackers).  
 
99. The Chairman invited questions and comments; responses were: 
 

• to question whether trackers could be planted on equipment?  It was noted 
that entrapment was not the intention rather that the knowledge that such 
devices existed would act as a deterrent 

• to comment that Sussex Police appeared to be getting good results in driving 
down crime.   The importance of reliable information from the public was 
emphasised and partnership working with groups such as Farmwatch 
highlighted 

• to comment that speeding vehicles was always at the top of people’s list for 
attention by the Police.  It was known that those speeding were often the 



 

residents of the local area and that this was as much an educational issue as 
an enforcement one 

• to comment that trackers could be of use to protect vulnerable adults at risk 
of wandering off as well as small children. It was noted that this had been 
done at times 

• to comment that the non-emergency number was often not responded to.  
The Chief Inspector invited people to email him to let him know the exact 
date and time of any calls made that were not responded to and ensured 
residents that he would follow these up.  edward.de-la-
rue@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

 
Developer Contributions and Schemes  
 
100. The Team Leader, Safer Routes to School and Travelwise introduced a report 
by Executive Director Communities and Director for Communities and Infrastructure 
(copy attached to signed minutes).  The Committee considered two identified future 
schemes for allocation of developer funding.  The first scheme concerned a 
proposed School Safety Zone (SSZ) improvements in the vicinity of Oathall 
Community College and Lindfield Primary School (also supporting Blackthorns 
Primary School) and the second an easitNETWORK, which was a working 
partnership designed to support and encourage the use of sustainable transport 
behaviours.  
 
101. In respect of the SSZ, assurance was sought that each of the schools 
involved were in favour of the proposed improvements.  Mr Patrick confirmed that 
all 3 schools supported the approach as part of the development of their Travel 
Plans and confirmed that no objections had been received from the initial 
consultation.  The proposed improvements would include additional pedestrian 
improvements and would cost in the region of £30k.   
 
102.  The Committee also received representation from local residents 
emphasising the need for traffic calming measures in London Lane, Cuckfield which 
was a pedestrian route to Holy Trinity school.  Mr Patrick explained the background 
to the SSZ introduced in London Lane and confirmed that the improvements had 
reduced vehicle speeds at drop off and pick up times and agreed to organise a 
meeting with school community stakeholders and the developer of the nearby 
Chatfield Road scheme to investigate potential for an alternative pedestrian access 
that would improve safety and accessibility to the school. 
 
103. Mr Patrick was also questioned with regard to a proposal to create a new rear 
entrance to Oathall Community College.  The Committee noted that this had been 
considered in the past and could be readdressed as part of the proposed feasibility 
work.  
 
104.  The Committee noted that better value for money would be achieved by 
introducing an easitNETWORK across the whole of Mid Sussex rather than just 
developing the initiative in Haywards Heath and agreed that this should be taken 
forward as part of the Infrastructure Plans for the area and funding considered at a 
later date. 
 
105. Resolved that the Committee 
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i) identified the SSZ improvement in the vicinity of Oathall Community 
College (as outlined in paragraph 3.3 of the report) as an additional 
highways and transport priority that could be developed and, if 
appropriate, delivered through S106 contributions that were currently 
unallocated; and 

ii) noted that further information to inform decisions on priorities and 
funding, in relation to a Mid Sussex wide easitMID SUSSEX project, 
would be presented to future meetings of the Committee and the 
other Mid Sussex CLCs in the context of the emerging Infrastructure 
Plans. 

 
106. Mr Griffiths left the meeting at this point. 
 
Gander Green, Haywards Heath: Proposals to introduce waiting restrictions 
 
107. The Highway Manager introduced this report by Executive Director 
Communities and Director for Communities and Infrastructure (copy appended to 
the signed minutes).  The Committee noted that all the responses to the informal 
consultation had been positive and agreed that the Traffic Regulation Order should 
proceed to formal advertising. 

 
108. Resolved that the Committee authorised the Head of Legal and   

 Democratic Services to formally advertise the proposals and, 
 subject to there being no objections, that the Traffic Regulation Order 
 be made and brought into operation. 

 
Proposed Market on The Broadway, Haywards Heath 
 
109. The Highway Manager introduced a report by Executive Director 
Communities and Director for Communities and Infrastructure (copy appended to 
the signed minutes).  The Committee noted that Mid Sussex District Council had 
received a planning application to create a street market on The Broadway, 
Haywards Heath and that the Committee was invited to comment with regard to 
the proposed temporary closure of The Broadway and the implications this may 
have upon the highway network.   
 
110. The Committee discussed the lack of information in support of the 
application as noted in the report and agreed it could not comment on this matter 
at this stage.  The Vice Chairman invited the chairman of a local business 
association to speak and the Committee noted that while this was a District Council 
matter it was hoped that the CLC would look positively on the proposal.  The 
Committee agreed that the local economy was extremely important but that while 
this was an exciting proposal it did not have sufficient information on its impact on 
the highway network to form a view at this point.   
 
Priorities for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 
 
111.  The Highway Manager introduced a report by Executive Director 
Communities and Director for Communities and Infrastructure (copy appended to 
the signed minutes).  The Committee was asked to identify a third TRO to be taken 
forward for implementation in 2010/11.    
 
112. Discussion focussed on the merits of undertaking a third TRO given that  



 

 the SPACE scores for each one remaining on the list were very low.  The Committee 
determined not to identify a third TRO for 2010/11 but to request assessment of 
two new priorities, namely CMS025 Wellswood and CMS026 Lewes Road. 
 
113. It was noted that the Executive Summary of the report listed the CMS010 
TRO as ‘50mph speed limit from…..’ and questioned whether this was a 
typographical error.  Post Meeting Note:  Following speed monitoring it had proved 
possible to reduce this limit to 40mph and this wording updated in all subsequent 
paperwork. 
 
113. Resolved that: 
 

i) the Committee agreed not to progress a third TRO for 2010/11; but 
ii) requested that new proposals for TROs in Wellswood (CMS025) and 

Lewes Road (CMS026) be assessed with a view to being prioritised in 
2011/12. 

 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) 
 
114.  The Committee considered the six new applications for CIF outlined in the 
report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (copy appended to the signed 
minutes) and the two late applications, 1530 Ansty Sports and Social Club and 
1532 Lindfield Arts Festival.   The Committee awarded funding based on the merits 
of each bid.  It deferred a decision on bid 1530 requesting further information and 
declined to fund bid 1450 as it considered this to be for revenue costs which was 
outside the criteria for funding. 
 
115. Resolved that the Committee approved the following applications for funding: 

  
 1425/CMS: Haywards Heath United Malayalees Cultural 
 Association.   This application was deferred from the November 
 meeting for more information.    Requested £1,500 towards a laptop, 
 wireless microphone system and slide projector for use in meetings 
 with other organisations, teaching sessions and social events.  
 Awarded £1,500. 
 1475/CMS:  AGE UK.  Requested £2,500 to upgrade flooring at the 
 Redwood Centre. Awarded £2,500 
 1477/CMS: 1st Haywards Heath Scout Group.  Requested £2,500 
 towards the reconfiguration and refurbishment of toilets at the Scout 
 Hall. Awarded £2,500 
 1504/CMS:  Ardingly Living Streets Group.  Requested £2,500 
 towards a professional traffic impact study. Awarded £2,500 
 1507/CMS: Mid Sussex CVS (South).  Requested £1,420 towards an 
 updated, user-oriented website.  Awarded £1,500 
 1532/CMS:  Lindfield Arts Festival.  Requested £2,400 to support 
 interactive website and advertising of the event. Awarded £1,000. 

 
   The committee deferred the following application to the next meeting: 
  1530/CMS:  Ansty Sports and Social Club.  Requested £3,000 
  towards cricket pitch extension and artificial cricket wicket 
 
  The committee declined funding for the following application: 



 

  1450/CMS:  Lindfield United Reformed Church.  Requested £1,800 
  to run a residential weekend for the participants on the Church’s Alpha 
  Youth course. 
  
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
116. The Vice Chairman invited comments and questions from residents.  An 
explanation was sought for the continued absence from the Committee of the local 
member for Haywards Heath Town, Mr Brian Hall.  The Vice Chairman asked that 
residents forward their concerns in writing to the Chief Executive and the Leader of 
the County Council.  It was also suggested that residents write to Mid Sussex 
District Council. 
 
117. Concern was raised with regard to noise and traffic disruption caused by 
construction vehicles in the area of the Chatfield Road development scheme.  It was 
considered that the developer may be breaking the terms of the planning 
agreement.  The Vice Chairman referred this matter to Mid Sussex District Council 
colleagues present at the meeting. 
 
118. Concern was raised with regard to persistent flooding in London Lane.  The 
Highway Manager explained that he was in contact with Southern Water on this 
issue and would be seeking an holistic solution to the problem, noting that the 
problem needed to be attended to upstream before the County Council could attend 
to matters downstream.  The Vice Chairman highlighted other concerns with regard 
to flooding and requested that this issue be an item for a business planning 
meeting of the CLC at a future date. 
 
119. The ability of the County Council to attend to potholes was questioned given 
the current economic climate and the cuts in budgets that the Council faced.  The 
Highway Manager assured residents that it was not intended that any money would 
be taken from the Communities and Infrastructure budget intended for pothole 
repair.  A resident highlighted the particular danger posed to cyclists by potholes 
and questioned the reasoning that disallowed pothole fixing by the Town Council 
when it had the facilities and manpower to undertake it.  The Highway Manager 
explained that there were liability issues to be considered but that the Councils 
were in talks regarding this as a future possibility.  
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
120. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting would take place on 24 
May 2011 commencing at 7pm.  The Vice Chairman invited a straw poll asking 
residents whether they considered the library a suitable venue for a CLC meeting.  
The majority agreed that it was a good venue although several residents seated at 
the back of the room said that they had found it difficult to hear all that was said.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 Chairman 
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